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Discussion Topic One
Identities are basically the product of the society in which we live and our relationship with others. Identity provides a link between individuals and the world in which they live. Identity combines how I see myself and how others see me. Identity involves the internal and the subjective and the external. It is a socially recognized position, recognized by others, not just by me. Therefore, my answer to how many identities I have is limited to how I see myself and my perception of how others see me, and the connection between what I want to be and the influences, pressures, and opportunities which are available. In this regard, I think I have multiple identities — race, gender, age, sexual orientation, and occupation identity. 
We are not alone. We live in a society as wild as it is. We live in groups, we define ourselves through them, and hence, at least in some aspects, we belong to them (Esteban, 2016). Other questions arise again: Who am I within the group? Am I part of it? If so, what's its purpose? Does the group identify itself by what is imposed on it, or does it oppose the other groups? Among the identities that I have listed, the race is the one that has been shaped mostly by culture because everyone needs to feel accepted and “at home” with a certain group.
Question: What are some of the instruments that measure cultural identity? 
Discussion Topic 2
Culture is the whole complex of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features that characterize a society or a social group (El Shakry, 2020). It includes not only arts and letters but also modes of life, the fundamental rights of the human being, value systems, traditions, and beliefs. It is all interconnected. Expectations about attributes and behaviors appropriate to women or men and about the relations between women and men – in other words, gender – are shaped by culture. Gender identities and gender relations are critical aspects of culture because they shape the way daily life is lived in the family, but also in the wider community and the workplace. Gender (like race or ethnicity) functions as an organizing principle for society because of the cultural meanings given to being male or female. 
Question: Even though gender is socially and culturally constructed, do you think society can eliminate gender disparity? 
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